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ATTACHMENT A 



4. The network of claim 1, wherein the combined PDU includes a first header indicative of the 
size of t he payload of the second PDU and a second header indicative of the size of the entire 
payload of the combined PDU, 

13. A method of transmitting protocol data units (PDUs) across a data processing network 
comprising: 

first network interface card (NIC) storing a first protocol data unit (PDU) received from 
the second NIC, in a buffer of the first NIC; wherein, the first server includes the first 
network interface card (NIC) that connects the first server to a central switch; the first 
server being a management server and managing a second server using management 
information; the second server including a second network interface card (NIC) that 
connects the second server to the central switch; 

the first NIC determining that the first PDU is of a first [time] tvpe consisting of just a 
single header; wherein, the single header being a media access control (MAC) header; 
wherein, the first PDU is generated at the data link layer of the network's protocol stack, 
containing the management information; 

the first NIC detecting available unused space in a second PDU of a second type received 
from the second NIC and generated at the highest level of the network's protocol stack; 
and 

the first NIC determining that the first PDU and the second PDU are destined to a 
common target, the first NIC storing a payload of the first PDU in the available unused 
space of a payload of the second PDU to form a combined PDU. 

22 (currently amended). A management server suitable for operating in a data processing 
network, comprising: 

the management server including a first network interface card (NIC) that connects the 
management server to a central switch; the first NIC comprising a buffer; the 
management server managing a second server using management information; 

the second server including a second network interface card (NIC) that connects the 
second server to the central switch; 

wherein, the first NIC is configured to store, a first protocol data unit (PDU) received 
from the second NIC, in the buffer, after the first NIC determining that the first PDU is of 
a first type consisting of just a single header; wherein, the single header being a media 
access control (MAC) header; where, the first PDU is generated at the data link layer of 
the network's protocol stack, containing the management information; and 
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wherein, the first NIC is further configured to, detect available unused [ Gpac e s] space, in a 
second PDU of a second type received from the second NIC and generated at the highest 
level of the network's protocol stack; and after determining that the first PDU and the 
second PDU are destined to a common target, the first NIC stores a payload of the first 
PDU in the available unused space of a payload of the second PDU to form a combined 
PDU. 
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22 (currently amended). A managennent server suitable for operating in a data processing 
network, comprising: 



the management server including a first network interface card (NIC) that connects the 
management server to a central switch; the first NIC comprising a buffer; the 
management server managing a second server using management information; 

the second server including a second network interface card (NIC) that connects the 
second server to the central switch; 

wherein the first NIC is configured to store, a first protocol data unit (PDU) received 
from the second NIC. in the buffer, after the first NIC determining that the first PDU is of 
a first type consisting of just a single header; wherein, the single header being a media 
access control (MAC) header; where, the first PDU is generated at the data link layer of 
the network's protocol stack, containing the management infomnation; and 
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and the second PDU are destined to a common target, the first NIC stores a payload of 
the first PDU in the available unused space of a payload of the second PDU to form a 
combined PDU. 



MAILING ADDRESS OF SENDER: PATENT NO. 6.874 036 B2 

IBM Corporation. IP Law Department 

1 1 400 Burnet Road °^ additional copies 

Austin, Texas 78758 | — \ 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.322, 1.323, and 1.324. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file 
(and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1.0 hour to 
complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application fomn to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you require to complete this forni and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer. 
U.S. Patent and Trademarit Office, U.S. Department of Commerce. P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED 
FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Attention Certificate of Corrections Branch, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, 
VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1'800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 



